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Call for Papers

Remembering and forgetting saints
in Late Antiquity and the early Middle Ages
(IMC, Leeds, 2-5 July 2018)

The Cult of Saints is a major ERC-funded research project, which is investigating the
origins and early development of the cult of saints in all the cultural zones of ancient
Christianity. The forthcoming International Medieval Congress in Leeds (2-5 July 2018) has
‘Memory’ as its special thematic strand. The Project will therefore be running a series of
sessions on how saints were remembered in Late Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages. As
specific topics for these sessions, we have chosen: ‘Adapting Memory’, on how the
hagiography of some saints evolved in response to changing circumstances and needs;
‘Annual Remembrance’, focused on the regular annual cycle of remembering the saints, as
documented in texts such as Martyrologies; and, finally, ‘Forgetting’, on saints who once
attracted cult, but then slipped quietly into oblivion. Those interested in presenting papers at
these sessions, particularly if focused on the period before c. AD 1000, are requested to send a
short abstract (100 words) to Robert Wisniewski (r.wisniewski@uw.edu.pl) and Bryan Ward-
Perkins (bryan.ward-perkins@history.ox.ac.uk) by 15 September. Please note that the project,
sadly, cannot cover conference fee and travel expenses.
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