LOCATING POPULAR CULTURE IN THE ANCIENT WORLD II

3-5 September 2014

UNIVERSITY OF WROCLAW, POLAND

In memoriam prof. Janina Ławińska-Tyszkowska

Following a successful and productive conference at Edinburgh in June 2012, we are pleased to announce a second conference on the theme ‘Locating Popular Culture in the Ancient World’:

The conference will be held on 3-5 September 2014 and hosted by the Institute of Classical, Mediterranean and Oriental Studies, University of Wroclaw.

The idea of this conference is to continue the discussion on ancient popular culture(s): its definition, its boundaries, and its interactions with so-called “elite-culture”. Whether studying ancient history, literature or artefacts we tend to deal first and foremost with the products of the well-educated social elites. More recently, however, scholars have become increasingly interested in exploring the life and culture of ancient societies in the larger sense, the culture of the people, once unjustly stigmatized as vulgar, simply ordinary or even profane. We are especially interested in investigating the cultural self-awareness of ancient societies. 

The conference aims to bring together scholars representing a diverse range of subjects, interests and approaches, to explore and investigate the culture of common people in the ancient world.  Therefore we cordially invite scholars of different classical disciplines: ancient historians, literary scholars and classical archaeologists whose work touches upon these themes and interests.

The aim throughout is to reach beyond individual texts and/or artefacts in order to enhance our understanding of the culture(s) and social background in which they were produced.

Key themes in the conference include (but are not restricted to):

Ancient drama - between elite and popular culture

Public and private worship 

Expressing cultural identity in the private and public space

Popular literature in the ancient world – a contradiction in terms?

Identifying popular culture in the ancient countryside

Popular culture and urban space. 

Organizers:

Agnieszka Kotlińska-Toma (University of Wroclaw)

Lucy Grig (University of Edinburgh)

Conference  Committee:

Adam Łukaszewicz (University of Warsaw)

Jerry Toner (University of Cambridge) 

Ruth Webb (The Charles de Gaulle University – Lille III)

The registration fee for participants is 100 €; this includes meals and conference materials. 

The conference will be held on 3-5 September  2014. 

Those who wish to offer a short paper (20 mins) are invited to send an abstract of up to 300 words outlining the proposed subject of their discussion to the Conference Secretary: Dr Joanna Pieczonka (ancientpopularculture@gmail.com) by  Monday 7th  April 2014 AT THE LATEST. At the conference, each presentation will be followed by a 10-minute discussion.

The conference committee will select c. 20 papers. Authors will be notified of the result in the course of May 2014.

The language of the conference is English.  

Should you have any additional questions please do not hesitate to contact the organizers (ancientpopularculture@gmail.com).

